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E.O.: 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BENC, EINV, DA 

SUBJ: MAJOR PROJECTS: STATUS REPORT 

REPS: (A) COPENHAGEN A-1; (B) COPENHAGEN A-2; (C) COPENHAGEN 
A-8; (D) COPENHAGEN A-12 

SUMMARY: THE DANISH GOVERNMENT RECENTLY PRESENTED ITS IN- 
VESTMENT PLAN TO PARLIAMENT FOR THE PERIOD THROUGH 1985. 
PARLIAMENT COMMENTED ON IT IN A DEBATE ON MAY 24, BRINGING 
CLARIFICATION TO THE STATUS OF AMBITIOUS PUBLIC WORKS PRO- 
JECTS PLANNED OR IN PROGRESS. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE DANISH GOVERNMENT RECENTLY INTRODUCED TO PARLIAMENT 
ITS PLAN FOR MAJOR INVESTMENTS THROUGH 1985. THE PLAN, WHICH 
IS BASED UPON A STUDY BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, WAS DEBATED 
IN PARLIAMENT ON MAY 24, WHERE PARTY LEADERS VOICED THEIR 
POSITIONS ON ITS CONTENTS. 

2. THE DEBATE BROUGHT CLARIFICATION TO THE STATUS OF SOME 
OF THE MAJOR PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS, IN PROGRESS OR PLANNED. 
THEY ARE DESCRIBED BELOW: 

A. THE GREAT BELT BRIDGE 
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DENMARK'S MOST AMBITIOUS PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT, ESTIMATED AT 
OVER DOLLARS 1 BILLION, IS IN PROGRESS. DESPITE THIS, THERE 
HAS BEEN, AND STILL IS, CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC DEBATE OVER THE 
FEASIBILITY OF THIS COSTLY VENTURE. THE PARLIAMENT DEBATE 
REVEALED THAT THERE IS STILL A MAJORITY IN FAVOR OF COMPLETING 
THE BRIDGE. STOPPING THE PROJECT WOULD REQUIRE A NEW ACT TO 
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ANNUAL THE PRESENT ACT TO BUILD THE BRIDGE. THE CONTRACT FOR 
THE FIRST PHASE OF THE WORKS IS PLANNED TO BE SIGNED ON SEP- 
TEMBER 1, 1978. THIS PHASE INVOLVES WORKS ESTIMATED AT DOLLARS 
20 MILLION. IT WAS AGREED IN PART,! AMENT THAT WHEN THIS CONTRACT 
IS SIGNED, THERE IS ' NO WAY BACK". THUS, OPPONENTS WOULD HAVE 
TO CALL PARLIAMENT INTO AN EXTRA SESSION (PARLIAMENT IS NOW 
CLOSED UNTIL OCTOBER) BEFORE SEPTEMBER ITO PASS LIGISLATION 
TO STOP THE BRIDGE. SUCH ACTION APPEARS TO BE IMPROBABLE. 

B. NATURAL GAS 

AS DESCRIBED BY REF C AND PREVIOUS MESSAGES, DENMARK HAS NO 
NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION NET TO UTILIZE ITS NORTH SEA DE- 
POSITS. DENMARK IS TOTALLY DEPENDENT UPON FOREIGN SUPPLIES 
FOR ITS ENERGY NEEDS. THEREFORE THE GOVERNMENT, SUPPORTED BY 
PARLIAMENTARIANS TO THE LEFT, HAS ADVOCATED THE INTRODUCTION OF 
A GOVERNMENT-OPERATED NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION NETWORK. ITS COST 
IS ESTIMATED AT SOME DOLLARS 1.5 BILLION. THE DEBATE INDICATED 
A SLIGHT MAJORITY IN FAVOR OF THE GOVERNMENT'S NATURAL GAS POSI- 
TION. A DECISION ON GOING AHEAD, HOWEVER, HAS NOW BEEN POST- 
PONED TO THE FALL SESSION. IF PASSED, THE PROJECT SHOULD 
START IN 1981. 

C. NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS 

IT IS THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION THAT THE INTRODUCTION OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 COPENH 03768 08I702Z 

NUCLEAR POWER SHOULD BE POSTPONED TO A FUTURE (UNSPECIFIED) 

DATE. THE GOVERNMENT FOUND A MAJORITY FOR ITS POSITION, 

MAINLY FROM THE LEFT. 

D. NEW INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON SALTHOLM; BRIDGE/TUNNEL TO 
SWEDEN. 

THE INVESTMENT PLAN DOES NOT CONTAIN FUNDS FOR THE PROPOSED 
NEW AIRPORT ON SALTHOLM NOR THE TUNNEL AND BRIDGE BETWEEN 
DENMARK AND SWEDE (SEE REF B). ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO 
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, THESE PROJECTS ARE NOW CONSIDERED 
INACTIVE. 

3. THE GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT PLAN'S OVERALL ECONOMIC IMPACT 
WILL BE DISCUSSED IN A SEPARATE MESSAGE. 

DEAN 
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